SEP 18 1985 


1985 “THUNDERBIRD” 
PUBLICITY BOOK 


Dear Publicity Directors, 
Here is your 1985 Thunderbird Publicity Package, a product of the Thunderbird Public Affairs Division. We designed it to 
provide you with accurate, concise and pertinent data concerning the Thunderbird team. Used well, and in a timely manner, we 
believe this material, plus personal contact with our team members before the event, will make your publicity efforts successful. 
All material is ““camera-ready.”” Officer biographies have been placed in two column “TV-cornered” boxes, and we have 
included black and white photos of the officers. 

You will also find fill-in-blank spot announcements, slides and black and white photos. Our budget does not allow the 
distribution of four-color separations, but we have included quality slides that will reproduce well. Also, while the spot 
announcements are a good start, we encourage you to produce taped material that will enhance your publicity program. Any 
local television and radio time you can arrange will help increase attendance. 


A VERY IMPORTANT REQUEST--!f you need any more help, please call us directly. DO NOT use any material from past 
years. Changes in people and equipment could make the use of older material embarrassing not only to us but also to you, our 
hosts. 

We are sincerely interested in providing you the finest demonstration possible. If there’s anything we can do to help you 
realize this goal, please call or write us at: 

ADDRESS: U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds 
Public Affairs Division 
P.0. Box 9733 
Nellis AFB, NV 89191 


PHONE: Commercial - (702) 643-4018 
Autovon - 682-4018 or 4019 


Thank you and good luck on what we're sure will be an outstanding aerial demonstration! 


Thunderbirds Public Division 
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Members hand-picked 
‘special’ volunteers 


All the members of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron, “Thunderbirds,” 
are volunteers, hand-picked from stacks of special-duty applications because of their 
ability to perform jobs to the squadron's exacting standards. 

When a vacancy occurs, a thorough screening of each applicant is made with 
particular emphasis on the person's performance record, appearance and written 
recommendations. In the pilot selection process, flying background and experience are 
closely scrutinized by current officer team members. 

Depending on the number of officer vacancies and the quality of the applicants, 
several semi-finalists may be asked to accompany the squadron on deployments. This 
travel provides potential Thunderbird officers an opportunity to see “real” travel 
conditions and meet with squadron members. It also gives team members a chance 
to personally evaluate each applicant's abilities and attitudes. 

As the field is narrowed, applicants will travel to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., for 
extensive personal interviews. For demonstration pilot vacancies, applicants actually fly 
the Thunderbird aircraft in formation so their airmanship can be observed. 

Following these flights, the Thunderbird officers send their recommendations to a 
board of senior officers and then to the commander of Tactical Air Command for final 
approval. 

Competition for Thunderbird enlisted positions are just as intense. Enlisted members 
are initially selected on the basis of performance and personal records, plus 
recommendations from supervisors and commanders, 

After the Commander/Leader makes his selection, a new Thunderbird enlisted 
member begins a 21-day training and orientation period in the squadron. During this 
time, important facts about the squadron's operation, history and aircraft are learned. 

Such measures ensure that each Thunderbird is the best of those who have applied. 
When the public sees any Thunderbird at a demonstration site or at home, the ideals of 
the Air Force are on display, 


4) 


Officers fight odds 
for coveted duty 


Selection as a Thunderbird officer is an honor accorded few. These officers who are 
wearing and have worn the distinguished emblem of America’s “Ambassadors in Blue” 
have proven themselves to be dedicated professionals who have constantly employed 
their training, natural talents and desire to excel at their profession. 

Currently, 11 officers are assigned to the squadron, and, with the Air Force officer 
corps numbering more than 100,000, competition to become a Thunderbird officer is 
keen, 

Six of the openings are for demonstration pilots, three for support officers, and one 
each for logistics and narrator. The latter two positions call for qualified pilots as their 
presence is required for each demonstration. Executive, maintenance and public affairs 
duties are performed by the support officers. 

Thunderbird officers are in a position like no others in the U.S. Air Force. In addition to 
their primary duties, they must handle the obligations assigned to all flying units, nearly 
all of which are larger organizations. Add to this nearly 60 additional duties -- and it is 
apparent that a Thunderbird officer is one of a kind. 

Thunderbird flying officers normally serve a two-year tour. Usually close to one-half of 
the pilots change each year to ensure a smooth transition. 

In 32 years only 158 officers have joined the ranks of the Thunderbirds; while many 
have expressed their reasons in different words -- some eloquent, some plain and earthy 
-- it’s the pride of being a Thunderbird that explains it best. 


OQ IM 11 ABM ay) Si ley) pue -- aq pjnoys W yUIYyL BduaIpNe ay) AEM 
ay} Si 124) “sayiaGo) uONensuOWap se iss say) UI GunediaIUed ae ‘saqwaw palsijua 
puquepuny, paubisse-Ajmau Auew yum Guoje ‘slojid puiquapuny, mau yey) azijeas 
PNOYs auo ON “sues 10) Jayiabo) Buiwuojad uaag aney Aayi yGnoy) se seadde isnw 
S10)!d paduauiedxa pue mau ‘syluoW LOYs aas4) U} ‘UOSeAS ay) jo UONENSUOWAp 1SJ1} 34) 
40 198}8d aq IsnwW -- sjuiod Jixa pue Anua pue uonisod ‘paads ‘Guiwn -- Buiylanz 

‘aouaipne Buimain 

34! 01 SIBANBUEW BY} SUle|dxa By aIUIS 19exa aq ISNW Huw Siy ‘s¥aANaUeW jeLae ay) JO 
uonduosap jequan sly asyeayas 0} Suoissas aandesd ay) suo! soLeWeU ay) ‘ajiymueayy 

‘ajqissod spiepueys 

Aiajes juabuuis sow ay) yim UMO}; ue SJ@ANAUeW ay) Jey) ainsuA 0} VAye) Si UONNEDaId 

Aland ally ayi ||y ‘Sanuige ssapeay ay) ul aduapyuod 40 aaiBap yBiy e sdojanap 

uoseas Guiuien ay) jo aseyd siyy “sayiabor Buniom uibaq SO} XIS |Je ‘AQUaIIyOId 
JO [Aa] UIEVI e YDeB SlojId puoWeIp ay) pue siojid OJOS OM ay) UayM quod e lV 

‘uonesuowap jeniae ue Buunp 

Guiwuoysad aq jjim ay asaym 01 11 svamo} Ajjenpes6 uay) apnyiyje aJesapow e Je syaAnauew 

SIY |J@ SA9/19esd 1O\Id OJOS mau ayy “saduanbas say) added 0} jj0 842) Sjojid OJOS ay) 
‘S|)YS UOeWOY pue Bulwn say UO BuryJoM ae siojid VONeWO} puoweIp AY) allYM 

‘uiebe passeayas pue ‘passeayas 

~8J ‘pasieayas aie Sd00) pue s\jOJ ‘siyBie Aze| ‘s\jo-aye) uoNeWJO4 ‘uoIsi9asd yum BulAy 

848 UONEWJO} PUOWeIP PulquapuNy) Snowe, ay) asidwod Yyoiym saueld sno} ay) jun 


Pappe aie Yee JBY10 ‘Spying AdUaIDyONd Jay Sy “SJaANAUEW UONENSOWAD Jie oO Sauas 
d19jdWod ay) YBnouy) ssaiBosd sioyid ‘suonewio} diys-om) diseq yim Buluuibag 

“ABN 

‘Gd SIIJBN ‘aSeq awoy sAaYL JO YOU saw jeoINeU Qg ‘aseq ads0) He AveWIxNe Ue 
48N0 UMO|) SUOISSIW 40 Saas SNOJOBH Inq Ajaps0 Ue si VOseas GulUIeN ‘sJo}Id ay) 404 

,, I8anbas ayeipawwi,, Ue 40} paau e inoyyM uONeado YiooWS e ainsua 

0} luawidinba pue sued Guuapso ave ajdoad Ajddng “aijqnd ay) $0 8Aa ayl UI UOJPeNbs 

ay) Ind Ayediydes6 0) sue say) 1e GuIysom Ajisng aie sOLeNSN}i Ue pue suaydesBoloyg 

‘sadueW0}ad PiquapuNy) ay) Inoge syamaiA pue sJapeaL |JA1 |JIM Jey) Siajino UOISIAa|3} 

pue oipes pue sauizebew ‘siadedsmau jo spuesnoy) ay) 0) uornquisip aPiMpyOM 
10) Saseajas 0} Guippe pue Gunepdn ‘Bunumas Asng si yeis sueye agnd ayy 

‘suoissas Guluies ayes 40} payinbas aedsiie ay) saniasay 

PUB SAJeUIPJOOI yIuUeIg SuONerado ayy “YDIeY) JO ajpplw ay inoge UONeNSUOWAp 

[282 ISs} BY) [NUN JaqWaADN-PiW WO Ay |jIM Siojid ayl saluos aanoesd 005 
UB) BOW BY) JaaW O} 1yesDNe Apeas-AjjeuONesado apiAgud ysnwW Smad aqueuajuieW 

‘SUONOWA UO 19a)J8) 01 awh YyBnoua 

Ajaueg St aay) “BuiAy UoNeWo; UOIsidaid ‘1YyGR yo We aul) ay) ,SAdIA0U,, BY) YB} |jIM 
S0Jd ay) pue uoseas Buiuies sj “apise ind A}yaINb si uoNOWAa dn yuad 8} jy “Wem ing 

‘JUAWA}I9XA YIM SWEAS ay) 1e UIeJIS 

UAW PaiIa|as Ajmau a|IYM sila} Ssaiddns UOpenbs ay Guineay ave oym asoy -- siojid jo 
SPUIW PUB SLAY AY) UI ||AMS SUOIOW “AAO Si 4eAA ay) JO UONesISUOWAD sie Se! ay) 


Sjeuoissajoid saysijod uoseas Guiuiesy 


Team radiates its 
pride to public 


The 1985 air demonstration schedule marks the 33rd year for the Thunderbirds. 
During those years the squadron has displayed the graceful, intricate maneuvers of 
precision aerobatics. 

From the first salute to the post-performance handshakes, the men and women who 
are the Thunderbirds radiate the inner pride that can only be achieved through self- 
discipline and the willingness to strive for perfection. They are the epitome of the Air 
Force community, and as such represent what can be done through technical schooling, 
determination and lots of hard work. 

Assigned to the Tactical Air Command, the Thunderbirds are the official Air 
Demonstration Squadron of the U.S. Air Force. Commanded by Lt. Col. Larry Stellmon of 
Hot Springs, Mont., the squadron flies the supersonic General Dynamic F-16 Fighting 
Falcon, a multirole combat fighter. 

Performing with Colonel Stellmon, who flies the lead aircraft, are Capt. John 
Robinson, left wing, Goliad, Texas; Capt. Dave Commons, right wing, Oxon Hill, Md.; Lt. 
Col. “Hoss’’ Jones, slot, Ruston, La.; Capt. Pat Corrigan, lead solo, Kokomo, Ind,; and 
Capt. “Buzz” Masters, opposing solo, from Springfield, Mo. 

Two additional pilots fly the number seven and number eight Thunderbird aircraft. 
Maj. Jim Bailey, number seven and the squadron's logistics officer, from Penn Yan, 
N.Y., is the senior maintenance manager. He also serves as the maintenance liaison and 
advisor to operations as well as safety observer and evaluator for each demonstration. 
Narrator and advance coordinator for the squadron is Capt. Jake Thorn from Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

Thunderbird officers with supervisory responsibilities in squadron activities such as 
maintenance, supply, executive support, publicity, air demonstration coordination and 
personnel and administration include Maj. Brian Haugen, executive officer, Seattle, 
Wash.; Ist Lt. Terry Williamson, maintenance officer, Sumter, S.C.; and 1st Lt. Ron 
Lovas, public affairs officer from Corona, Calif. 

The Thunderbird squadron is composed of highly skilled men and women working in 
more than 36 different career fields. The noncommissioned officers are technicians in 

aircraft maintenance, public affairs, operations, supply, life support, communications 
and administration. It is their job to make sure the planes are ready for each 
demonstration and that the myriad of small details inherent to every performance have 
been completed. In 32 years and 2,607 aerial demonstrations, the squadron has flown 
throughout the United States and 46 foreign countries, and has never had to cancel a 
performance for maintenance reasons. 
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Precision demo ends 
barnstorming era 


Those magnificent men in their flying machines, they go up-didy-up up, they go 
down-didy-down-down. 

During the barnstorming days of the 1920s, pilots “‘swaggered” out to their 
carelessly-parked aircraft, kicked the tires, hopped into the cockpits and let out an ear- 
splitting “Contact” before roaring into the skies to defy death in their haphazard flying 
circus, All movements were spur-of-the-moment decisions, leaving the pilots wondering 
about their fate, as well as the crowd's below. 

While that was the order of the day for the barnstormers, today’s airspace is rigidly 
controlled and monitored with sophisticated computers and radar tracking equipment, 
making aerial demonstrations an exacting requirement of space and time. 

A Thunderbird demonstration is a spectacular sight, but without the exacting 
coordination between the team and the Federal Aviation Administration, the intricate 
half-hour performance would not go on. 

Thunderbird pilots are quick to tell people that not one portion of the aerial display is 
created to specifically be a crowd-thriller, When the planes sweep past the spectators in 
the diamond formation, the team is actually demonstrating maneuvers which have 
proved successful in actual combat situations, This is also true for each maneuver in the 
demonstration -- and variations of these same aerial combat tactics are taught to every 

Air Force pilot. 

It's the ingrained discipline, concentrated practice, and precise timing required of the 
pilots that provide the basis for the unique Thunderbird performance. These attributes, 
combined with a precisely choreographed launch ceremony, sharp appearance, 
descriptive narration and vividly-painted airplanes, transform an otherwise ordinary flight 
into an exhilarating Thunderbird aerial ballet. 
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SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS 


(20 SECONDS) 

PACK UP THE KIDS, FEED THE DOG, LEAVE THE DISHES BEHIND, AND TAKE OFF FOR 

AIR FORCE BASE TO SEE THE WORLD-FAMOUS THUNDERBIRDS PERFORM ON 

THERE'LL BE PLENTY OF PARKING, REFRESHMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 
BRING YOUR CAMERA AND SEE WHAT YOUR AIR FORCE IS ALL ABOUT. ADMISSION IS FREE! 


(30 SECONDS) 

THE THUNDERBIRDS ARE COMING TO AIR FORCE BASE! 
ON THE AIR FORCE’S PRECISION AERIAL DEMONSTRATION SQUADRON WILL 
PERFORM A SPECTACULAR HALF-HOUR SEQUENCE OF LOOPS, ROLLS AND DIVES. THEIR VIVIDLY- 
PAINTED RED, WHITE AND BLUE F-SIXTEEN FIGHTING FALCON JETS WILL FLY WITH MINIMUM 
CLEARANCE SEPARATING THEIR WINGTIPS. BE SURE TO BRING YOUR CAMERA AND COME EARLY. 
GATES OPEN AT AND PARKING IS PLENTIFUL. ADMISSION IS FREE! 


(60 SECONDS) 
AMERICA’S “AMBASSADORS IN BLUE” -- THE AIR FORCE THUNDERBIRDS -- WILL STREAK THROUGH 


THE SKIES OVER AIR FORCE BASE ON 
ACTIVITIES START AT AND THE THUNDERBIRDS WILL BEGIN THEIR IMPRESSIVE LAUNCH 
CEREMONY AT . THE WORLD-FAMOUS AERIAL DEMONSTRATION SQUADRON WILL SPIN, 


LOOP, ROLL AND DIVE THROUGH A SPECTACULAR SERIES OF PRECISION AEROBATIC MANEUVERS 
WITH MINIMUM WINGTIP CLEARANCE. YOU'LL SEE THE SOLO PILOTS SWEEP BEFORE YOU AT SPEEDS 
UP TO SIX HUNDRED-FIFTY MILES PER HOUR AND AT MINIMUM ALTITUDE. AS ALWAYS, THE 
THUNDERBIRDS WILL PERFORM THE BREATHTAKING BOMB-BURST, DISSECTING THE SKY INTO FOUR 
EQUAL PORTIONS. BRING THE FAMILY, PLENTY OF FILM, AND SPEND THE DAY LEARNING ABOUT 
TODAY'S AIR FORCE AND ITS ROLE IN PROTECTING THE CITIZENS OF AND THE 
SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. THERE'LL BE PLENTY OF CONVENIENT PARKING, AND ADMISSION IS 
FREE! 


Thunderbird Maneuvers 
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